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TEACHERS’ NOTES

The units of work contained in this book use a thematic, integrated
approach. Much of the work is independent or may be completed in
small groups or pairs, alongside or post viewing of the film as a class.

Using movies in the classroom is often a motivating factor for students. It also
allows the curriculum to meet the students in their current interests within modern
technology.

These units cover the curriculum areas of English, Mathematics, Science, Personal
Development, Technology and Design, Social Studies and the Arts standards. The
suggested age range is 10+.

A good movie, like a good book, can touch our lives. Film and media form a large
part of a child’s experiences within today’s culture. Students turn to movies for
entertainment, comfort and guidance. These units of work extend the students’
interest in films, using a multiple intelligences approach and thus catering for a
variety of learners, at differing levels of ability.

The activities within each unit provide relevance and context for the students,
encouraging them to construct meaning. The activities are planned to integrate
knowledge and skills across the curriculum. Various tasks allow for team work and
collaboration as well as flexibility and adaptability.

Each unit has worksheets, information, pre- and post-viewing activities, extension
learning experiences and research processes.

A section of general activity pages has also been included, which can be used for
any film of choice – either films in the classroom or films that students have viewed
independently. These sheets are multi-use and the same activity sheet may be
completed for several different films. The sheets may also be assigned for
homework or independent study.

Leonie Westenberg



1234567890123456789012345678901212345678901234567890123456789012
1234567890123456789012345678901212345678901234567890123456789012
1234567890123456789012345678901212345678901234567890123456789012
1234567890123456789012345678901212345678901234567890123456789012
1234567890123456789012345678901212345678901234567890123456789012
1234567890123456789012345678901212345678901234567890123456789012
1234567890123456789012345678901212345678901234567890123456789012
1234567890123456789012345678901212345678901234567890123456789012
1234567890123456789012345678901212345678901234567890123456789012
1234567890123456789012345678901212345678901234567890123456789012
1234567890123456789012345678901212345678901234567890123456789012
1234567890123456789012345678901212345678901234567890123456789012
1234567890123456789012345678901212345678901234567890123456789012
1234567890123456789012345678901212345678901234567890123456789012

CONTENTS

3

Teachers’ Notes ........................................................................................................... 2
About the Movies ........................................................................................................ 4

UNIT ONE: STAR WARS: A NEW HOPE
Myths, Fairy Tales and Legends ................................................................................ 5
Myths, Fairy Tales and Legends – Charts ................................................................. 6
Myths Chart for Star Wars: A New Hope .................................................................. 7
Plot Development – 1 .................................................................................................. 8
Plot Development – 2 .................................................................................................. 9
A Storyboard ............................................................................................................. 10
Film Art ....................................................................................................................... 11
About the Director: George Lucas ........................................................................... 12
If I Were a Movie Director – 1 .................................................................................. 13
If I Were a Movie Director – 2 .................................................................................. 14
Music in Star Wars: A New Hope ............................................................................ 15
Characters in Star Wars: A New Hope ................................................................... 16
Famous Quotes from Star Wars: A New Hope ....................................................... 17
Cultures ...................................................................................................................... 18
More Film Art ............................................................................................................. 19
Star Wars and Science ............................................................................................. 20
“A Galaxy Far, Far Away” ........................................................................................ 21

UNIT TWO: THE INCREDIBLES
Who Are the Heroes? ................................................................................................ 22
What Are Heroes? ..................................................................................................... 23
Your Own American Hero ........................................................................................ 24
The Incredible Family – Heroes? ............................................................................. 25
Symbols of an Incredible Hero ................................................................................ 26
Heroes from Elsewhere ............................................................................................ 27
How Strong? .............................................................................................................. 28
Values in The Incredibles ......................................................................................... 29
Values – 2 ................................................................................................................... 30
Values – 3 ................................................................................................................... 31
Animation ................................................................................................................... 32
Force ........................................................................................................................... 33
Animation Again ....................................................................................................... 34
Movie Ratings – 1 ...................................................................................................... 35
Movie Ratings – 2 ...................................................................................................... 36
Writing a Movie Review............................................................................................ 37
Stereotypes ............................................................................................................... 38
“If everyone is special, no-one is special” ............................................................. 39

GENERAL ACTIVITY PAGES
Teachers’ Notes ......................................................................................................... 40
Good and Evil – 1 ...................................................................................................... 41
Good and Evil – 2 ...................................................................................................... 42
Reviewing a Movie ................................................................................................... 43
The Movie Vs The Book ............................................................................................ 44
Movie Previews – 1 ................................................................................................... 45
Movie Previews – 2 ................................................................................................... 46
What Are Your Thoughts on Movies? ....................................................................... 47
Write a Study Guide for a Movie............................................................................. 48
Alternate Endings...................................................................................................... 49
Reporting on Film – 1 ................................................................................................. 50
Reporting on Film – 2 ................................................................................................. 51
Reporting on Film – 3: Essays ................................................................................... 52
Movie Response ........................................................................................................ 53
Reviewing More Reviews ......................................................................................... 54
Films and Society ...................................................................................................... 55
Relevant Websites ..................................................................................................... 56



123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789

STAR WARS

5

1) Think of one tale, myth or legend that you know of. Or, find a book of tales,
legends or fairy tales from the library. Write the title below.

_________________________________________________________________________

2) What is this tale, myth or legend about?

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

Myths, Fairy Tales and Legends1

•A myth can be described as an old legend. It can also be the story of
an imaginary belief.

•A legend can be described as an old story that is often repeated.

•A tale can be described as a story about imaginary people and events.

3) Do you think Star Wars: A New Hope is a legend, myth or tale?

_________________________________________________________________________

Why or why not?_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

4) Choose a myth, fairy tale or legend and fill in the chart on page 6. Compare
your answers with the answers of others in your group. Are there similarities
and differences between your fairy tales, myths and legends?

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

STAR WARS: A NEW HOPE is often described as
being a legendary tale, in the style of many old

myths and tales. We see the good and bad
characters and the triumph of good over evil.

SHEET
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STAR WARS

1) Title of story: ____________________________________________________________

2) Where did the story come from? (You may have to do some library or
Internet research.)

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

3) Hero or heroine/s (good characters):

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

4) Villain (bad character – the main character opposing the hero/heroine):

_________________________________________________________________________

5) Relationship between the good and bad characters:

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

6) What is the main goal or mission of the hero or heroine of the story?

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

7) What has to be overcome in order to reach the solution?

_________________________________________________________________________

8) What is the solution to the obstacle?

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

9) Is there any kind of magic or higher force used in the story? Explain.

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

Myths, Fairy Tales & Legends Chart2
SHEET
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After you have shared your story findings from page 6 with your
group, complete the chart below for Star Wars: A New Hope.

SHEET

Hero or
Heroine/s

Other Villain

Mission/
goal/quest

Obstacles

Relationship

Magic?

Solutions




