
Reading
Reference Materials

Students need to know what kinds of information are available in reference materials
and how to find that information quickly. This book consists of activities and explorations
designed to familiarize your students with dictionaries, encyclopedias, and atlases.

• Dictionary—regular use of the dictionary helps students expand their vocabularies
and improve their spelling.

• Encyclopedia—knowledge of the encyclopedia will help students access a wealth of
information about many subjects.  Not only will they be able to locate information
needed for school reports, but, hopefully, they will also use the resource to pursue
areas of personal interest.

• Atlas—students who are familiar with the atlas will be able to use the maps and
information found there to enhance research papers, to complete assignments, and
as springboards for dreams of future travel.

The ideas you find in the pages of this book will help you build these important
capabilities in your students.

Assessing Student Progress

Use the assessment checklist on page 63 to organize your observations of students.
• Check specific behaviors observed.
• Note special problems.
• Use the checklist to plan lessons in areas of need.
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Getting Ready

Room Environment
In one corner of your classroom, set up a small library or special reading area.  This
area should include the reference books described below on easily-accessed shelves,
one or two tables with reading lamps, or even a couch, rug, or bean bag for comfort.
Small note pads and pencils for community use might also be helpful.

Dictionaries
Ideally, your classroom should be furnished with enough dictionaries for each student to
have access to one.  They do not all have to be alike; in fact, it is an asset to have a
variety of dictionaries.  Be sure that you have at least one collegiate level or unabridged
dictionary on hand.

Encyclopedias
All of the encyclopedia work can be accomplished with just one set of encyclopedias in
the room, but two or more sets are preferable.  Again,  variety is an asset here.  Where
the explorations call for specific information, the topics chosen are not easily dated, so
that the older encyclopedias you might have should work just fine. Of course, if you
have access to a continuously updated, on-line encyclopedia, so much the better!

Atlases
Atlases should be as current as possible, as political changes in the world make the old
ones obsolete.  Again, it is ideal to have one book for each child, but the activities can
be done with partners or small groups if there are not enough books to go around.

Many of the explorations for reference materials can be adapted to the cooperative
group format.  Activities that lend themselves particularly well to group work are
described in each section.

Most of the explorations require nothing more than the reference books, paper, and
pencil.  Where additional materials are needed, they are listed  in the explanation of the
activity.
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Dictio
nary Dynamics

Students need to know how to use a dictionary to quickly and accurately locate word
meanings and spellings. The pages that follow provide an opportunity for students to get
important hands-on practice with a dictionary in a stimulating way. Each of the five
formats that follow require using critical and/or creative thinking.

It is suggested that you mix up activities from the five types of dictionary practice, rather
than doing all of one section before moving on.

• Picture Dictionary .............................................................3
• Matching .........................................................................8
• Categories ...................................................................... 14
• Label It..........................................................................20
• Spelling Sleuth ...............................................................26








